A simple geometric proof is given for the existence of Ljapunov's intervals of stability and instability for Hill equations with generalized coefficients.
x" + ApO)x=0, pit+T) = pit), p is:
(L) There exists a sequence of eigenvalues A" i = 0 < Aq < Xp < • • • < A^ < X"k < • • • of (1) for periodic boundary value problems
x(t +T) = (-l)k + lx(t), x'(t + T) = (-1)* +V(r).
The intervals of stability of (1) A complete proof of the corresponding theorem for (2) x" + (A -q(t))x = 0 and continuous q(t) is given by Magnus and Winkler [4] . In the case of (2), no hypothesis is needed on the sign of q. 
The independent variable t is two times the area covered by the vector x(t) (up to an additive constant). 
